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shore, in all about 22 persons, and as they left the ship to go to land
he stripped them all to see whether they were carrying off anything
hidden.

He says that this English corsair's ship was built like a galliasse,
was a swift sailer and carried a good armament and equipment, two
tiers of ordnance on each side, and many fireworks. That the pilot
was one Simon Fernandez, Portuguese, a native of La Terceira.

In talking with some of the private persons who accompanied the
said Richard Grenville, they were told that in the Indies the English
had been at Puerto Rico, on the north side of the island, where they
took two frigates carrying merchandise, and from there with five
ships went to Florida, where they nearly wrecked on certain shoals.
There in Florida the general disembarked about 300 men with
orders to begin to fortify for a settlement, and he sent a frigate to
England with orders to have equipment and munitions ready for
him upon his arrival that he might return immediately to where he
left these people.

(p. 4). That Richard Grenville seemed to be a man of quality, for
he was served elaborately on silver and gold plate, by servants.
Many musical instruments were played when he dined, and his
appearance was that of an important person.

Document No. n1
[The Licentiate Aliaga2 to the Crown, Santo Domingo,
November 30, 1585]
(p- 0                             t
. . . Catholic Royal Majesty
Two of the English ships which left England for these parts at the
beginning of the present year were almost two months in the island
of Puerto Rico, building a vessel. And when the people of the island
came up to drive them out of there, they had sailed.
1 A. de /., 54-4-11, Santo Domingo 51.1 pliego, original.
* The Licentiate Francisco de Aliaga was focal (Grown counsel) of the Audisncia
of Santo Domingo; his commission, dated Madrid, September, 1585, is to be found
mA.de /., 76-3-9, Santo Domingo 900, H 5, f. 12 reverse.